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ABSTRACT 

Vermicomposting is a simple biotechnological process of composting, in which certain species 

of earthworms are used to enhance the process of waste conversion and produce a better end 

product. Vermicomposting differs from composting in several ways (Gandhi et al. 1997). It is a 

mesophilic process, utilizing microorganisms and earthworms that are active at 10--32°C (not 

ambient temperature but temperature within the pile of moist organic material). The process is 

faster than composting; because the material passes through the earthworm gut, a significant but 

not yet fully understood transformation takes place, whereby the resulting earthworm castings 

(worm manure) are rich in microbial activity and plant growth regulators, and fortified with pest 

repellence attributes as well! In short, earthworms, through a type of biological alchemy, are 

capable of transforming garbage into 'gold'. 
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