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ABSTRACT 

Design and re-fabrication of Contessa car the project deals with mainly, the 

collaboration of foreign industries over Indian automotive industries. 

The foreign manufacturers have taken over the Indian roads by their vehicle which has 

becomes a very tough competition for our manufacturers to stand in the market. Many of the 

companies such as Premier, Hindustan Motors, Maruthi Udyog, Mahindra & Mahindra, TAT A 

motors etc., who were the first manufacturers of car in India and stands nowhere in the market 

of selling their vehicle. 

In 1942 Hindustan Motors Limited incorporated and their first vehicle was made in 

1950. In 1944 Premier Auto Limited incorporated and their first vehicle was made in 1947. 

The reason for selecting this project is that, Hindustan Motors were the first car 

manufacturer in India, the company was the largest car manufacturer in India before the rise of 

Maruthi Udyog. 

The Hindustan Contessa is a model of car manufactured by Hindustan Motors of 

India, utilizing the tooling of the British 1972-1978 Vauxhall Victor FENX series. It was a 

popular choice for government limousines. It was one of the few Indian manufactured luxury 

cars in the market in 80's and early 90's. The production of this car was stopped in 2002. 

In the days that were, the Contessa was the car that spelt royalty. It was one of the most 

powerful, spacious, safest and sturdiest cars. For safe and brighter night driving, it included 

twin headlamps .The Contessa had plush interiors and an improved trunk compartment on par 

with international standards. 

In the region of safety, it included a side impact protection system that reinforced the 

already strong body of steel. Its twin-walled fenders, extra wide front and rear bumpers, a large 

crumple zone, a special shatter-resistant laminated windshield, all made it safer. It came in two 

models - the Contessa 1.8 GLX and the Contessa 2.0 DLX. 

The Contessa Classic was a very popular choice for government limousines. It was one 

of the Indian manufactured luxury cars in the late 80's and early 90's. The production of this 

car was stopped by the year 2002. There were three different versions of this car, 1.8GLX 

(Isuzu Petrol), 2.0DLX (Isuzu diesel) and 2.0T (Isuzu diesel, turbo (rare». Even though it is 
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based on a 1970s, Vauxhall Victor, the interior of this car were still extremely comfortable for 

passengers. 

The car was first produced in 1982 and the basic design had remained the same 

throughout its life, though Hindustan Motors made minor updates from year to year. The last 

made series of the car which was in 2002. 

The Company officially stopped manufacturing the car in the year 2002. The car has 

attained a legend status, it was a sign of opulence and lUXUry till the advent of the open economy 

in India in 1991, which led to the flooding of different foreign cars into the market. Another 

reason why the car lost its popularity was because the spare parts of the car were rather 

expensive as compared to its Japanese and Korean counterparts, which discouraged many users 

form buying this car. 

As the market survey says only a few manufacturers such as TATA motors and 

Mahindra & Mahindra are manufacturing the vehicles in India the rest of the companies 

including Hindustan Motors and Maruthi Udyog have been collaborated by foreign companies, 

keeping this in mind we selected one of the best car in the past which was manufactured by 

Hindustan Motors that is "CONTESSA". 

We have studied the main drawback of the car and reworking on it after the completion 

of the rework, we are bringing out a Contessa car with improved version, where Hindustan 

Motors can adopt, and if they are not interested then we will go ahead with further production 

of such cars available in the market. 

Details of improvement and modification of car: 

1. Improved fuel efficiency 

2. Change in design of the car 

3. Change in cooling system 

4. Power steering 

5. Improved Break horse power 

6. Automatic electro-hydraulic jack 

7. Advanced braking system 

8. Advanced suspension system 

9. Environmental friendly exhaust system 
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