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ABSTRACT 

Water is our most precious natural resource and something that most of us granted. We are now 

increasingly becoming aware of the importance of water to our survival and its limited supply. 

The human beings require water for various purposes. The most part of the earth surface i.e. 

about 71 % is covered by water. Out of total volume of water available on the surface of the earth 

97% is saline water, 2% water is in the form of ice and glaciers and only 1 % is fresh and potable 

water. India is well endowed nations in the world in terms of average annual rainfall. It is 

unbelievable but it is true that Cherapunji which gets 11000 mm annual rainfall still suffers from 

serious drinking water shortage. Though India's average annual rainfall is 1170 mm; in the 

deserts of western India it is a slow as about 100 mm. hence, it is necessary to opt for rainwater 

harvesting for fulfillment of water requirement. 

Due to rapid urbanization, infiltration of rainwater into the the subsoil has decreased drastically 

and recharging of ground water has diminished. This scenario requires an alternative source to 

bridge gap between demand and supply. Rainwater, which is easily available and is the purest 

. form of water, would be an immediate source to augment the existing water supply by "catching 

water wherever it falls". 


